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HB 6740, AN ACT CONCERNING HOSPITAL FINANCIAL POLICIES

HB 6820, AN ACT PREVENTING AN ADVERSE ACTION AGAINST A HEALTH CARE PROVIDER DUE TO AN

ADVERSE ACTION TAKEN BY ANOTHER STATE AS A RESULT OF SUCH PROVIDER'S INVOLVEMENT IN THE

TERMINATION OF A PREGNANCY

HB  6818, AAC AN ACT CONCERNING PATIENT ACCESS TO REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH CARE

HB 5197, AAC AN ACT ALLOWING EMERGENCY CONTRACEPTION TO BE SOLD AND DISPENSED VIA

MEDICAL VENDING MACHINES

SB 171, AAC AN ACT ALLOWING PHARMACISTS TO PRESCRIBE BIRTH CONTROL MEDICATION

Good afternoon Senator Anwar and  Representative McCarthy-Vahey, and other members of the

Committee, my name is Liz Dupont-Diehl and I am the Associate Director of the Connecticut Citizen

Action Group (CCAG).   On behalf of CCAG and our thousands of member families, I urge you to support

several bills before you today.

H.B. 6740, An Act Concerning Hospital Financial Assistance Policies is a critical step in addressing the

unconscionable medical debt that is burdening far too many Connecticut families, impacting their ability

to secure housing and food and other necessities, and thereby dampening our entire economy and

ability to thrive as a state. Racial inequities in income, wealth, and insurance coverage play a role in the

prevalence and burden of medical debt.  Financial assistance policies are relevant to all communities

because improved regulations could make financial assistance more accessible and stop unnecessary

medical debt from occurring.

Nonprofit hospitals are required to offer financial assistance (sometimes called “charity care”) in the

form of free or discounted health services to people who meet the hospital’s financial assistance policy

criteria and are unable to pay for the services. Making existing financial assistance more accessible with

this bill, and stopping unnecessary medical debt from occurring, is critical.

While we support this bill, and Governor Lamont’s effort to relieve families by buying up some of their

existing medical debt, it is important to note that these measures do not address the underlying problem

that allows medical debt to accumulate at such an unacceptable rate in the first place.  If bills like this are

passed and we don't implement further protections, we will be right back here.

We also testify in support of  House Bill 6820 AN ACT PREVENTING AN ADVERSE ACTION AGAINST A

HEALTH CARE PROVIDER DUE TO AN ADVERSE ACTION TAKEN BY ANOTHER STATE AS A RESULT OF SUCH

PROVIDER'S INVOLVEMENT IN THE TERMINATION OF A PREGNANCY, House Bill 6818 AAC AN ACT

CONCERNING PATIENT ACCESS TO REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH CARE,  House Bill 5197 AAC AN ACT

ALLOWING EMERGENCY CONTRACEPTION TO BE SOLD AND DISPENSED VIA MEDICAL VENDING

https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/financial-assistance-policies-faps?link_id=6&can_id=fd40b00b281fcef4bb643b0475b4dc42&source=email-health-care-public-hearings-next-week&email_referrer=&email_subject=health-care-public-hearings-next-week


MACHINES, and  Senate Bill 171 AAC AN ACT ALLOWING PHARMACISTS TO PRESCRIBE BIRTH CONTROL

MEDICATION. It is absolutely horrifying that providers and patients in other states are being denied

health care due to the overturning of Roe v Wade,  and that vigilante laws allow providers to be sued.

Health care is a fundamental human right and this is resulting in women being denied health care

throughout the country. Please pass these bills and do all you can to ensure Connecticut remains a safe

haven for women and a positive example for other states.

Thank you for your consideration.
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